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REGIONAL UPDATES 

 

BOTSWANA 

 

Mombo Airstrip Closure 

The Botswana Operations team has advised that Mombo Airstrip will be closed from 26 October 2024 to 14 

December 2024 (inclusive) for resurfacing as part of routine maintenance. As a result, Vumbura Airstrip will 

be used as an alternative, followed by a complimentary 10-minute helicopter transfer to or from Mombo and 

Little Mombo.  

 

Spa Build – Mombo Camp 

We are thrilled to share some exciting news – Mombo will be building a brand-new Wellness Spa! During this 

construction (from 11 January to 13 April 2025), we will be making a few operational adjustments to ensure a 

smooth process while continuing to prioritise guest comfort. 

 

Wilderness Little Mombo will be closed off entirely during the construction period, in the meantime, 

Wilderness Mombo will operate with a reduced number of rooms, decreasing from eight to five. 

 

While access to the gym will not be available, we will be setting up some gym equipment and spa treatments 

in two tents.  All massage and therapy services will continue to be available as usual, ensuring your clients 

enjoy a relaxing stay. 

 

Our team remains dedicated to ensuring guests experience a peaceful and enjoyable visit, with minimal 

disruption during construction. 

 

Walking Activities in Botswana  

As you may be aware, Southern Africa is currently experiencing unusually dry conditions due to below 

average rainfall. We are diligently monitoring the welfare and behaviour of the wildlife, especially as we 

approach the drier part of the season. As a precautionary measure, walking activities will be offered at the 

discretion of our guide in camp. This means guests may or may not have the opportunity to participate in the 

walking activity, depending on the guide’s judgment at time of travel. This decision prioritizes the safety of 

our guests above all else.  

 

Any specific requests for a walking activity or a particular walking guide should be highlighted to your Travel 

Designer for necessary action. 

 

Jao Reserve Camp Closures – Botswana Elections 

Please note that the Jao Reserve will have camp closures due to the upcoming Botswana elections, scheduled 

from 29 October to 31 October 2024 (inclusive). The following camps will be on an "ask for space" status 

during this period to allow staff to travel and vote: 
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• Jacana 

• Jao 

• Kwetsani 

• Tubu and Little Tubu 

• Pelo 

 

Existing bookings at these camps will remain unaffected, but no new bookings will be accepted during this 

time. The rest of our camps will operate normally, as arrangements have been made to ensure guest stays 

are not disrupted.  

 

Additionally, Little Tubu will be closed for an extended period from 22 October to 02 November 2024 

(inclusive) for the construction of a pergola on the main deck. (No bookings will be affected during this 

period, as the camp was already empty.) 

 

King’s Pool Camp Closure – Bar Maintenance  

King’s Pool will be closing from 16 November to 20 November 2024 (inclusive) due to maintenance of the bar 

counter.  

• All existing confirmed bookings during this period will be upgraded to DumaTau at no additional cost.  

• New bookings, provisional bookings, and quotes for this closure period will need to be recosted.  

• If availability does not allow for this, your Travel Designer will suggest suitable alternatives. 

• Please note that DumaTau uses Chobe Airstrip, while King’s Pool is serviced by Linyanti Airstrip (costs 

remain the same). 

 

Water Levels in The Jao Reserve 

As of 03 October 2024, Botswana Operations has announced that, due to the high concentration of hippos, all 

boating activities have been suspended in the Jao Reserve, with only mekoro activities remaining available. 

Additionally, Tubu and Little Tubu have halted all water-based activities.  

 

Mokete Child Policy 

Please be reminded that the child policy for Wilderness Mokete aligns with those of all our camps in the regions 

we operate. Children aged 6 and older are welcome. For more details, please consult the Wilderness Portfolio 

and the child policy sections in the Wilderness Policies & Procedures. 

 

NAMIBIA 

 

Serra Cafema Water Activities 

Due to dropping water levels on the Kunene River, Serra Cafema will only be able to offer short boat cruise 

activities for the time being. We will send an update as soon as we are able to resume normal boating 

activities. 

 

TANZANIA 

 

Shira Plateau Day Trek – Park Fees & Lunch 

This trek is for those who wish to experience Kilimanjaro without having to reach the summit, with a 

requirement of minimum two guests. Please note that the KINAPA park fees are linked as a mandatory extra. 

Lunch is not included in the rate. This will have to be arranged with the property the guests are staying at. 
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Walking Age Limit in Tanzania 

Please be advised that as per Tanzania National Parks (TANAPA), children under the age of 12 are not 
permitted to walk in any of the National Parks.  
 
RWANDA 

 
Gorilla Trekking - Wilderness Sabyinyo  
Please note that as of 30 October 2024, Gorilla Trekking will be unavailable for booking on the last day of 
guests' itineraries.  

 
After returning from the trek, guests will not be able to return to their rooms to freshen up and have lunch 
before departing to the next destination. 

 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Cape Town named world’s best food city 

Fondly known as the Mother City, Cape Town has been named the world’s best food city! As revealed by 
Condé Nast Traveller recently,  in its Readers’ Choice Awards for the best cities in the world for food, the city 
came out on top, ahead of Milan, Italy, and Valencia, Spain, who took the second and third spots 

respectively. 
  
Read more on some of the highly recommended restaurants here. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WILDERNESS TOURING 

 

Wilderness Touring Cape Town has introduced new and exciting tours as below. 

 

Experience Details 

SPYCED Restaurant 

 

SPYCED Restaurant is a celebration of quintessential Cape culture in all 

its guises. Here, guests join an exclusive, hands-on cooking class with 

renowned restauranteur Fayruza Abrahams, where they will delve into 

the rich traditions of Malay cuisine and culture.   

 

Good to know 

✓ Starting time 11:30  

✓ Duration 3 hours  

✓ Pairs well with a “City Full of Culture” tour 

 

For more information, visit WETU.  

 

Creative Cape Town 

 

A day of exploration among the “tucked away” creative community of 

Cape Town is hosted by Kate Crane Briggs, art historian and avid art 

enthusiast.  She is well known & loved for her leading role in showcasing 

Cape Town’s incredible art and design scene & exploring the cultural vibe 

of Cape Town. 

 

Good to know 

✓ Duration 9 hours + 

✓ Suitable for all ages 

https://www.eatout.co.za/article/cape-town-named-worlds-best-food-city-eat-star-restaurants/#:~:text=The%20Mother%20City%20has%20been,second%20and%20third%20spots%20respectively
https://wetu.com/Itinerary/DayTour/54C6DA8D-F744-42EE-955D-831DDEDE7845
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✓ The tour could be personalised further depending on guests’ 

creative interests (pre-arranged) 

 

For more information, visit WETU. 

 

Story of A Sustainable 

Peninsula 

 

The Cape Peninsula holds a remarkable allure, straddling one of the most 

diverse marine and floral kingdoms in the world.  This is also a story of 

people and diverse cultures sharing a region that faces social and 

ecological challenges, and a community coming together to find a way of 

making a difference through positive impact initiatives. 

 

Good to know 

✓ Duration 9 hours + 

✓ Suitable for all ages 

 

Learn more about this tour via WETU. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DESTINATION MANAGEMENT COMPANY (DMC) – GENERAL NEWS  

 

AIRLINES 

 

Airlink – New Daily Flights to Dar es Salaam 

Airlink now offers daily flights between South Africa and Tanzania, with a newly added Saturday flight. Below 

shows the departure and arrival times to and from each destination. You can also access the flight schedule 

on the Airlink website. 

 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://wetu.com/Itinerary/DayTour/7E0F67FC-679F-4D35-9E57-B0561CF41FE3?m=d
https://wetu.com/Itinerary/DayTour/F6FA08B3-BAA2-48FD-92AB-5433004FA03E?m=d
https://www.flyairlink.com/en-za/flights-to-dar-es-salaam?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Oct2024-Newsletter&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=October%202024%20Newsletter&utm_campaign=October%202024
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