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A Wilderness Zambia guide since June 2023, James has an enduring love for nature and conservation, thriving on 

sharing Africa’s wild spaces with guests from around the world. “Sharing my love of nature, engaging with visitors, 

and the satisfaction of educating others about wildlife are all reasons why I love working with a team that is fighting 

to protect the environment through sustainable conservation,” he says. 

Born in the mining town of Ndola in Zambia’s Copperbelt Province, James grew up between Ndola and Lusaka. He 

earned a marketing certificate from Zambia Insurance Business College, followed by a certificate in automotive 

mechanics from the Livingstone Institute of Business and Engineering Studies. His path to guiding began later, driven 

by a desire to be closer to nature.  

James entered the tourism industry in 2007 with Bushtracks Africa in Livingstone, progressing from a driver to 

assistant supervisor of the tour guide and mechanics workshop. From 2017 to 2022, he studied wildlife guiding, and 

went on to hold guiding and management roles with Tusk and Mane Safaris, Kaingu Safari Lodge, and Classic Zambia. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, he joined Game Rangers International as a logistical officer, volunteering in Kafue 

National Park. In 2022, he returned to Classic Zambia to guide at Camp Musekese before joining Wilderness the 

following year. 

In the field, James finds magic in every safari. While each experience is unique, it’s the people and the shared 

moments in nature that he finds most rewarding. “Every safari is distinct in its own right,” he reflects, “and just 

sharing the vast wilderness with different people signifies the start of a new phase in this life journey in which we are 

all significant participants”. 

A lover of birds and flight, James says that if he could be any animal for a day, he’d choose the Peregrine Falcon for 

its speed, freedom, and extraordinary sensory awareness. He’s also full of intriguing wildlife insights—like how 

Wattled Cranes perform a synchronized duet, called a "unison call," to strengthen pair bonds and claim their territory. 

Looking ahead, James hopes to continue growing professionally and inspiring the next generation. “I am very 

passionate about conservation, and I want the next generation to appreciate the beauty we do. If we collaborate, the 

possibilities are endless”. 

His advice to first-time safari-goers? Slow down, trust the process, and be present: “Just as a mirror reflects what you 

project onto it, so too does life. The odds of you catching a butterfly that is flying by are extremely low, but if you 

remain motionless, there is a good chance the butterfly will come to you”. 

 
 
 
 

 

WILDERNESS ZIMBABWE GUIDE 

JAMES MUBIRU MUKASA-BATENDE 
James Mubiru Mukasa-Batende has over 15 years of tourism experience and a 
strong background in walking safaris. He is most passionate about sharing 
Wilderness’s conservation mission and connecting guests to the rich 

biodiversity of Zambia’s wild landscapes. 
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About Wilderness: 

Founded over 40 years ago, Wilderness is a world-leading conservation and hospitality company, offering immersive 

journeys to a range of environments in Botswana, Kenya, Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. Wilderness is part of a global collective working to conserve the world’s iconic unfenced, untamed and 

unpredictable wilderness areas. With more than 60 exceptional camps and lodges, Wilderness helps protect some 2.3 

million hectares (6 million acres) of land across its eight African destinations. Its goal – to double that by 2030. Four 

decades on, the company’s purpose is stronger than ever: To increase the world’s wilderness, together. 
www.wildernessdestinations.com 
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