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Rovos Rail 
Step aboard Rovos Rail and begin your enchanting journey 
through the heart of southern Africa in a beautifully rebuilt Classic 
train, each carrying a maximum of 72 passengers. You’ll be 
accommodated in the most spacious and luxurious train suites in 
the world. The use of traditional furnishings and period décor 
ensure an atmosphere of elegance and grandeur in the dining, 
lounge and observation cars. The unique train safaris, linking 
some of Africa’s greatest destinations, combine the most 
magnificent scenery with the glamour and excitement of the 
golden age of rail travel.  
 

 

Blue Train  
As time meandered from the 19th Century towards the dawn of 
the new era, a dream was born; a dream of harnessing steam 
technology to link Africa’s vast south to north, around the awe-
inspiring mountain ranges that dot the continent, through the 
apparently arid desert landscapes, over untamed savannah 
grasslands teeming with wildlife. From the Cape all the way to 
Cairo... all of this on parallel lines of tempered steel. It is from 
this dream that The Blue Train was born. Cairo was never to 
be, but the dreamers persevered and The Blue Train now 
traverses South Africa and its breath-taking scenery in a 
manner that befits the mystique that has grown around it. 

 

 

 

 

Shongololo Express 
Welcome to the Shongololo Express (operated by Rovos Rail) 
When the indigenous people of the southern continent observed 
the first trains in Africa, the lines of rolling stock passing on the 
distant horizons recalled the profile and sinuous movement of a 
creature they called Shongololo – the millipede. The Shongololo 
Express, based at Rovos Rail’s station in Pretoria, began 
operations in 1995 to provide a very special touring experience 
for visitors to southern Africa.  
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