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We are delighted to announce that after only being open for two months, Linkwasha Camp has 

already been featured as the 3rd Best New Lodge in The Times UK and Ireland’s 20 Best Safari 

Camps in the world.

 

We are also proud to report that Linkwasha Camp has already generated over 120 media articles 

worldwide to date, including 62 articles in 2014 and 58 in 2015, as of 7 July. This has further 

entrenched our brand as Africa’s leading ecotourism operator and generated renewed interest for 

both Zimbabwe and Hwange as a top travel destination.

 

The following articles are a few highlights of coverage received to date, including feature articles, 

small mentions, snippets and online pieces. In addition to the clips already received, we have 

recently hosted many of the world’s A-list journalists from esteemed publications such as Robb 

Report, Condé Nast Traveller and Forbes, to name a few, and foresee many more feature articles 

to be published in the coming months.
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AFAR 
T HE E XP E R I E N TI A L T R AV E L GU I DE 

Where to Go in 2015: Zimbabwe 
COLLECTED BY AFAR MAGAZINE I AFAR EDITOR 

7 SLIDES 

With four UNESCO World Heritage sites, exotic 

wildlife, huge waterfalls, and a rich cultural 

heritage, Zimbabwe is definitely on our travel to
do list. When AFAR asked Keith Vincent, eo
founder of outfitter Wilderness Safaris where he 

wants to go in 2015, he confirmed our sentiments. 

"Zimbabwe is definitely back on the map and we 
are extremely excited about its tourism potential; 

so much so, that we will be launching a new luxury 

camp in Hwange in May 2015 called Linkwasha. 

BEGIN SLIDESHOW ) 
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RobbReport 
Sneak Peek: Linkwasha Camp, I-Iwange National Park, 
Zimbabwe 

Jennifer Ashton Ryan 

JUNE 11, 2015 

I • 
The reopening of Unkwasha Camp brings Botswana-level luxury to Zimbabwe's Hwange park for 

the first time. 

Why Go: Home to one of the densest concentrations of game in Africa, the 86-year-old Hwange 

National Park is a worthy destination for safari goers. But the Zimbabwe destination has largely 

remained off the beaten path due to poor accessibility and a lack of high-end camps. The 

reopening of Wilderness Safaris Linkwasha Camp changes the equation, offering visitors the 

quality of high-end Botswana camps. 

What to Expect: Eight oversize safari tents (from $550 per person, all-inclusive) at Linkwasha are 

equipped with king-size beds facing glass sl iding doors and views of the local waterhole 

frequented by wildlife. A couch, workspace, and en suite bathroom complete the tents' interiors. 

Linkwasha's one family tent is similar but with multiple bedrooms. Spread across several 

multilevel decks, common areas allow guests space to swim, dine, warm up beside the wood

burning fireplaces, talk, and read under the light of funky pendant lights. In the winter months, 

visitors venture out by Land Rover or by foot to track lions, elephants, buffalo, leopards, spotted 

hyenas, giraffes, and more. In the summer months on the nearby Ngamo Plains-which are better 

for summer game viewing-elephants crowd waterholes while zebras and eland graze on the 

open plains. Year-round, night and evening drives can yield leopard, bush baby, and pangolin 

sightings. 

How to Get There: In August, a new airport will open at Victoria Falls with direct service to 

Zimbabwe by international carriers-meaning, many travelers can bypass a normally mandatory 

stop in Johannesburg. Wilderness Safaris-owned Wilderness Air will transport Linkwasha guests 

from the falls (which is a four-hour drive by car) directly to the camp. (wilderness-safaris.com) 
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Luxurv Travel 
} MAGAZIN E 

lnspiratlon for Discerning Travelers 

Wilderness Safaris' Linkwasha Camp Opens in Zimbabwe 

May1, 2015-

Wilderness Safaris' Linkwasha Camp officially opens today in a private concession of the southeast comer of 
Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe. 

The camp, located in close proximity to the famed Ngamo Plains, provides travelers w ith exceptional w ildlife 
viewing year-round and offers a level of luxury that can't be found elsewhere. 

"The opening of Linkwasha Camp further solidifies Wilderness Safaris' commitment to the destination," says 
Wilderness Safaris CEO Keith Vincent. "Our dedication is based on our tremendous belief in Zimbabwe as a 
major player in Africa's tourism industry, and we are confident that the exceptional w ildlife experience and level 
of luxury we are offering will position Linkwasha Camp as a firm favorite amongst our guests." 

Situated in a private, w ildlife-rich concession in Zimbabwe's renowned Hwange National Park, Linkwasha Camp 
w ill offer the most luxurious accommodations in the area, w ith eight en-suite double or tw in tents and one family 
tent, for a total of 18 guests. Linkwasha Camp's architect, Joy Brasier, designed the camp to maximize privacy 
while maintaining a sense of openness that allows for superb v iews of the nearby Pan. 

Characterized by its light environmental footprint. Linkwasha Camp blends seamlessly into the surrounding 
landscape and allows for natural cooling cross-breezes and maximum light penetration to keep energy 
requirements low. Each tent is fashioned w ith an eclectic mix of contemporary interiors and feature private 
verandas, ceiling fans and outdoor showers. Overlooking a bountiful waterhole, the camp has a welcoming 
dining area and a cozy library w ith indoor fireplace, perfect for cool evenings while watching elephants arrive for 
a drink. 

"With the increasing visitor demand for Zimbabwe, we want to offer our partners and guests a more exclusive 
option in Hwange National Park," says Tendai Mdluli, W ilderness Safaris' Trade Relationship Manager in 
Zimbabwe. "Our approach has always been to offer outstanding experiences in the best w ildlife destinations in 
Africa and the Linkwasha Concession in Hwange is no exception; in fact, it is one of the most abundant areas in 
the entire park." 

The concession's savannah grassland habitat is the ideal environment for guests to enjoy guided safari walks 
and game drives where they may encounter large herds of elephant and buffalo, prides of lion, leopard, spotted 
hyaena, giraffe, sable, blue w ildebeest, Burchell's zebra, waterbuck and reedbuck. Hwange is similarly a hotspot 
for birders, w ith more than 400 species found in the area. Other activities include visits to the Ngamo 
community , enjoy ing fresh "out-of-the-oven" pizzas and sundowners in the bush. Travelers can also spend a 
night under the stars at a nearby "Star Bed." 

This w ill be W ilderness Safaris' fourth camp in Hwange, complementing Little Makalolo, Ruckomechi Camp and 
Dav ison's Camp. Travelers who stay three consecutive nights or longer at Linkwasha Camp, along w ith 
Dav ison's Camp, Little Makalolo or Ruckomechi Camp, w ill receive a 50% discount on Wilderness Air flights 
between these camps and the Victoria Falls/Hwange area, to complete their stay in Zimbabwe. 

Visit website: http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/campsllinkwasha-camp 
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lndagare Magazine 
First Look: Linkwasha Safari Lodge 

Wilderness Safaris is betting big on wildlife lovers coming to see some of the best game in Africa in 

Zimbabwe's Hwange National Park. TI1eir JUSt-opened luxury camp Linkwasha sits in a private 
concession so rich with game that during my recent visit we saw in our first twenty-four hours what 

others would be lucky to see in two weeks. Some of the highlights were catching a pregnant hippo 
out of the water; taking a bush walk with the guide who is ranked #3 in all of Africa into a breeding 

herd of elephants; watching a cheetah take down a waterbuck as we sat at lunch; and spending 
more than an hour with a mother lion and her cubs. We even saw a rare leopard tortoise and a 

shooting star by the Southern Cross. 

Sitting on grassy plains that reminded me of East Africa, the nine-tent camp features lounge, 
dining and library tents that are surrounded by wide decks on different levels with a small infinity 

pool at one end a fire pit that is perfect for post-dinner chats or cocktails. The decor within the 

army green tents exemplifies 21•t_century safari chic. Comfy couches mix with modem leather 

safari chairs and copper drum tables; while local crafts like woven baskets and wood carvings 

have been given a contemporary twist. In the dining tents the pendant lights have shades that 
resemble overturned woven palm baskets with unfinished edges and placemats hand-beaded by 

local tribeswomen. In the guest tents. raffia rugs cover the wooden floors and beds are draped 
with mosquito nets, but there's a sleek edge to the interiors and even the deck furniture that faces 

the pan and its endless parade of wildlife. 

Wilderness has brought some of the best of their team here so despite the fact that it is brand-new 

the old hands running the camp make you feel instantly welcomed into a family. If Unkwasha is the 

sign of what is to come in Zimbabwe tourism, then Botswana is in for some serious competition, 

and at a much better price. 

A full Zimbabwe Destination Report with csmp reviews snd s chest sheet on how best to 

see Victoria Falls will post soon. 

- Melissa Biggs Bradley on May 26, 2015 
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May 13, 201 5 

May Hotel and Travel Spotlight 

® Marco Beck Peccoz 

May-2015 

New hotels to boo k , seasonal 

packages, an d more n ews of n ote to 

h elp you plan y our travels thi s 

month. 

AFRICA 

0 
bserve African wildlife in Hwange 

National Park in Zimbabwe from the 

comfort of Wilderness 
Safaris's brand-new digs at 

Linkwasha Camp. The site. which 

opened May 1 for its first season, has tents 

that can ac c omodate up to 18 people and are 
arranged around a cozy dining area and 

library. From $550. 

Sabi Sabi, a private game reserve in South 

Africa, launched its new Bush Lodge Luxury 
V illas on May 1. The handsome v illas- which 

each come with a game vehicle, ranger, and 
tracker- are comprised of two bedrooms, a 

plunge pool, patio, two bathrooms, lounge, 
and library. The bedrooms are outfitted with 

four poster beds and hide< overed chairs; the 
bathrooms feature rain showers, his and hers 

vanities, and side-by-side bathtubs all 

featuring colors and textures of the 

surrounding wilderness. From 51,250 per 

person; 27-131735-5656. 

On May 1, the Encounter Mara camp in Kenya joined the Asilia Africa porfolio of luxe camps and 
lodges. The permanent. new camp is Icc ated in the Mara Naboisho Conservancy. an area known for 

its populations of elephants, wildebeest, lions, zebras, and cheetahs. The reserve is relatively 

unsettled, with only a few lodges thus far. Encounter Mara camp has 10 tents with traditional bush 

showers and private verandas. and the camp's lounge area offers unadulterated v iews of the 

Serengeti. Naboisho ConseNancy, Kenya; 27-211418-0468. 

NORTH AMERICA 

This month, Wauwinet Inn in Nantucket expands their accomodations to include a previously private 

home nearby: The Anchorage House, which features three bedrooms, two decks, and landscaped 
gardens, and is dec orated like a c lassie Icc al cottage, w ith interior design by New England interior 

designer Donna Elle. Two beaches and the Relais & Ch•ateaux hotel's award-winning restaurant, 
Topper's, are close, and Anchorage House guests have full access to the amenities offered at the 

main inn. inc luding lobster outings, tennis courts. and k.ayaks. From $1,800; 120 Wauwinel Rd.; 800-
475-2637. 

Lovers of art and fashion will find the perfec t combination of the two at WestHouse Hotel during New 

York's Frieze art fair, from May 14-May 17. Guests who stay at the property for the weekend will 
receive round-trip car service to Randall's Island, where the fair is held. as well as $500 gift cards from 

Net-A-Porter and access to the e<ommerce site's personal shoppers. From S2, 730; 201 W 551/J St.; 

800-355-9378. 

The Broad moor hotel in Colorado Springs expands its Wilderness Experience offerigs this month to 

offer in-house fly-fishing excursions hosted on-site, as w ell as at their Fishing Camp nearby on 

the Tarry all River. Led by the property's own experts, th e guided trips in pursuit of Rainbow trout 
inc lude transportation, lunch, and top-of-the-line equipment. (Other outdoor adventures offered at the 

Broadmoor inc lude falconery, rock climing, mountain bik ing, and hiking.) 1 Lake Ave.; 800-755-5011. 

The St. Regis Mexico City expands its Cultural Curator service to inc lude a personal shopping 

cone ierge and guided tours of Mexico City's best boLrtiq;ues. The shopping cone ierge, led by local 

sty list Marco Corral, brings fashions from Carolina Herrera, Tory Burch, Michael Kors, and Louis 
Vuitton right to the guest's hotel room. The tours will center on the Condesa-Roma district, where 

visitors can peruse offerings from emerging contemporary Mexican designers. From $170 per 
hour, Paseo de Ia Refo1ma 439; 51-5515228-1818. 

Travelers looking for a hotel experience that lets them enjoy the best of New York City 's spring 

weather can now book terraced suites at the Quin Hotel in midtown, which recently completed its 17th 

floor renovation. The five suites and three-floor penthouse have expansive outdoor terrae es, with v iews 

of Central Park and the sky line. Guests who stay at the Quin's new terrace suites or the penthouse are 

eligible Quin Select. a service created for the new addition. which inc ludes one of four extras. courtesy 

of the hotel: a couple's spa treatment, a $300 dining credit, a personal training session, or a $300 gift 

card to Bergdorf Goodman. From $2,000; 101 W 571/J St.; 212-245-7846. 

EUROPE 

Aman Sveti Stefan in Montenegro reopened for the season on May 1. Located on the historic and 

charming island of Sveti Stefan, the Am an Resorts property is renowned for its spa (treaments 

incorporate locally grown herbs), sandy beaches along the Adriatic Coast, and proximity to beaLrtiful 

woods, architec ture, and wineries. There is also a fitness center, multiple open-air 

Mediterranean dining options, and pools overlooking the sea. From $650; Villa Miloce1; 382-331420-
000. 

A redesigned La Vela Beach Club opens this month adjacent to Gala del Porto in Italy on the Tuscan 

coast after extensive renovations. The Club features v iews of the Tuscan Archipelago, a spa, gym, 

solarium. and Turkish bath house. There is also a terrace. a Mediterranean restaurant, and a 
beachside bar. Via Dogana 6; 39-05641072-001. 

Situated on Lago Maggiore in Asc ona, Switzerland. Hotel Eden Roc 's redesign, helmed by Swiss 

architec t and interior designer Carlo Rampazzi, will debut this spring with 30 new lakeside 

rooms. Guests will be able to choose among several design sty les when selec ting rooms. From 
S530; Via Albarelle 16; 41-911785-71-71. 

ASIA 

On May 15. JW Marriott Hotels and Resorts opens on the Bodrum Peninsula. the brand's second 

property in Turkey. The new hotel, set beside the Aegean Sea, has 107 rooms and seven private 

v illas. Dining options inc lude a grill, coffee lounge, and beach bar, the spa inc lude a salt room and 
traditional Turkish baths. Guests can take part in the pmperty's many nearby ac tv ities and attrac tions: 

v isits to anc ient ruins, diving expeditions, and sailing on the Mediterranean. Rooms from S445; Getis 
Mahallesi, Erdemil Caddesi No. 49; 90-2521388-6660. 

The Jumeirah Group expanded in Turkey's Aegean coast on May 1 with its second location in the 

country. the Bodrum Palace Hotel. The hotel. located in Zey tinlikahve Cove. offers suites and v illas 

with v iews of the Aegean sea (many also have private pools). High-end shopping, a spa, restaurants, 

and bars can also be found on the property , with dining options that range from traditional Lebanese 
cuisine to Italian and fresh seafood. From S273: 90-2521444-7789. 
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The Hotel Report: Fairmont Kea Lani’s 

Facelift; Zimbabwe’s Hot New Safari Camp 

Written by John Wogan 

February 23, 2015  

 

Courtesy Fairmont Kea Lani 

Your weekly roundup of the best of what’s new, what’s coming up, and what we can’t wait 
for in the world of hotels, from Condé Nast Traveler hotels expert John Wogan. 

The Perennial 

Maui favorite Fairmont Kea Lani, in Wailea, just completed its $70 million renovation across 
the entire 22-acre property, including top-to-bottom updates of all 413 suites and 37 two-
story villas, a new, 9,000 square foot Willow Stream Spa and a $5.1 million rebuild of its 
signature restaurant, Ko.  

On Our Radar 

Wilderness Safaris is opening their newest camp in what many consider the next big 
destination in Africa—Zimbabwe. Linkwasha Camp is located in the country’s largest game 
reserve, Hwange National Park, and will consist of eight large and luxurious canvas tents, 
alongside communal areas with fireplaces and wraparound decks (ideal spots for viewing the 
area’s hundreds of elephants, buffalo, lions, zebras and wildebeests).  

We’re Watching 

Austin’s largest hotel has just opened. The 34-story, 1,012-room JW Marriott is riding a wave 
of development in the Texas capital, which is seeing tremendous hotel growth right now. The 
mega-hotel has earned LEED Silver certification and will have a rooftop swimming pool, 
three restaurants and is in walking distance of the State Capital building and Lady Bird Lake.  
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The 20 best safari camps
From a safari on the beach in Tanzania to a
new tented camp in Zimbabwe, Sue Watt
picks Africa’s best places for game viewing

Best on a budget
1 Flatdogs Zambia
Just outside the main gates of South
Luangwa National Park, Flatdogs offers
plenty of choice without costing a
fortune. Accommodation ranges from
comfortable safari tents to chalets and a

Prices are per person per night,
based on double occupancy, and
include food, drinks, taxes, park fees,
guiding and game activities, unless
otherwise stated. You can often get
cheaper deals as part of a package.

cool JackalBerry Tree House built
around ebony trees. The restaurant is à
la carte, with plenty of local produce,
and the bar is lively and friendly. Just
across the river from the park, it offers
the chance to see plenty of wildlife —
elephants roam through the camp and
slurp from the swimming pool. Game
drives, night drives and walking safaris
are available with Flatdogs’ guides and
vehicles which can be paid for ad hoc or
as part of a package.
Details Safari tents cost from $42pp per
night (£27) room only, chalets from $62
(£40) room only (flatdogscamp.com)

Best for rhinos

2 Phinda Homestead
South Africa
There is abundant game at Phinda
in KwaZulu-Natal, but it is best
known as the home of rhino
conservation. In 2004, 16 black
rhinos were released here and
have thrived. Guests at Phinda
Homestead (andbeyond.com) can
track black rhinos on foot with

d hi

expert rangers, and rhino capture-
and-research safaris are available.
Homestead is a stylish private four-
bedroom villa — rent it for eight and it’s
less expensive than Phinda’s Vlei Lodge.
As well as your own butler and chef, you
also get the services of a dedicated ranger
and tracker, plus a safari vehicle.
Details From £364pp a night, with
Steppes Travel (steppestravel.com)

Best new lodge
3 Linkwasha Zimbabwe
After years of economic turmoil,
Zimbabwe is firmly back on the
safari radar. The Victoria Falls
international airport opens in
September and high-end lodges
are opening around the country.
In Hwange National Park,
Wilderness Safaris’ (wilderness-
safaris.com) luxurious Linkwasha
Camp opened in May near the
game-rich Ngamo Plains. It has

eight vast tents with safari-chic
decor overlooking a waterhole. There’s

a swimming pool in which to cool off,
indoor dining and a library. More than
30,000 elephants migrate to and from
Botswana through Hwange, making it a
prime destination for elephant-spotters.
Details From £350-£560pp a night with
Expert Africa (expertafrica.com) W

d
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Best for luxury
4 Zarafa Dhow Suite
Botswana
Zarafa Dhow Suite is the ultimate in
safari indulgence: think Out of Africa
then treble the style and elegance. In
Botswana’s private Selinda Reserve
(greatplainsconservation.com), this
exclusive-use villa is an annexe to the
renowned Zarafa Camp. Owned by
award-winning National Geographic
film-makers Dereck and Beverly Joubert,
it opened in May last year. With two
suites around a central lounge and
dining room, a private pool and terraces,
and private staff, it has everything you
could need for a glamorous safari and
more besides, including digital SLR
cameras, a selection of lenses and
top-of-the-range Swarovski binoculars.
If you can tear yourselves away from
the suite, activities include walks, game
drives, catch-and-release fishing and
boat trips on the Zibadianja Lagoon.
Details From £1,265pp a night with
Safari Consultants (safari-
consultants.com)

Best for the big five
5 &Beyond Ngorongoro
Crater Lodge Tanzania
On Tanzania’s popular Northern Circuit,
the renowned Ngorongoro Crater is
home to about 30,000 animals, including
the “big five” — elephant, rhino, buffalo,
lion and leopard — living in a vast
caldera measuring more than 100 square
miles and framed by a dramatic
escarpment. Right on the rim of the
crater with spectacular views, &Beyond

Ngorongoro Crater Lodge is one of the
most sumptuous lodges in Africa, with
swathes of silk and organza, crystal
chandeliers and antiques, and a private
butler. If you’re on a budget, though, try
Rhino Lodge, which has everything you
need, with 24 simple en suite rooms
around a central courtyard and a bright
restaurant. Run by the Maasai, a
proportion of the lodge profits go
towards local community projects.
Details &Beyond (andbeyond.com)
costs from £600pp a night with
Abercrombie & Kent

(abercrombiekent.co.uk). Rhino Lodge
(ngorongoro.cc) costs from £86pp a
night, excluding activities and park
fees, with Expert Africa
(expertafrica.com)

Best revived game park
6 Girassol Gorongosa
Chitengo Mozambique
The only lodge in Gorongosa National
Park (gorongosa.org), Chitengo hosted
Hollywood superstars such as John
Wayne and Gregory Peck in the Sixties
in what was then Africa’s top safari
destination. By the mid Nineties, though,
civil war had wreaked havoc, and 90 per
cent of the wildlife was dead. A massive
restoration project led by the American
billionaire philanthropist Greg Carr is
bringing this beautiful park back to life:
elephants, wildebeest, buffalo and zebra
have been reintroduced, the floodplains
are full of game, tempting lions to return,
and the birding here is superb.
Accommodation ranges from luxury
villas to thatched bungalows.
Details From £130pp with Cedarberg
Africa (cedarberg-travel.com)

Best for wildebeest
7 Namiri Plains Tanzania
Namiri Plains opened last summer on
the eastern edge of the Serengeti, a
pristine area closed for 20 years for big
cat research. The only camp in the area,
it is relaxed and unpretentious. Simply
stylish with eight en suite tents, it’s
frequently visited by Goliath, the
resident elephant. Perfectly situated for
the great wildebeest migration, Namiri
has access to this wildlife phenomenon
for about four months of the year.
Meaning “big cat” in Swahili, Namiri
(namiriplains.asiliaafrica.com) is also a
prime location for lions and cheetahs.
Sixty lions have been seen in the area in
the space of three days. The rest of the
big five are here too, but rhinos are rare.
Details From £210-£510pp, with Steppes
Travel (www.steppestravel.com)

Best for photographers
8 Matamanene Camp
Zambia
Liuwa Plain is extraordinarily beautiful, a

landscape of expansive golden plains
interspersed with lily-strewn pools.
Thousands of wildebeest and migrating
birds, hyenas and cheetahs all have
starring roles here in perfect
photographic opportunities. The
biggest star is Lady, a lioness made
famous by a National Geographic
documentary. She and four fellow
lions can be tracked by GPS,
offering potential for superb
images. The only camp in
the park, Matamanene
(normancarrsafaris.com) 16
opened in May with five en suite tents.
Details From £595pp, with Natural
World Safaris (naturalworldsafaris.com).
Four-day photographic safaris cost from
£2,800pp including accommodation
(edwardselfephotography.com)

Best-value exclusivity
9 Nambwa Tented
Lodge Namibia
With the Namibian dollar linked to the
weak South African rand, the country’s
exclusive lodges are excellent value
for money. One of the newest is
Nambwa (nambwalodge.com) in
Bwabwata National Park.
Unusually for Namibia,

Bwabwata, in the Zambezi region
(previously the Caprivi Strip) is
dominated by water, with lush wetlands
and lagoons. On the banks of the
Kwando River, Nambwa’s ten luxury
suites are spacious and stylish, built on
wooden decks and walkways, some up to
five metres high in the trees. Activities
include game drives, walks and boat trips
in this special, unspoilt destination.
Details From £237-£348pp a night, with
Expert Africa (expertafrica.com)

Best for activities
10 Tongole Wilderness
Lodge Malawi
Tongole Wilderness Lodge in
Nkhotakota Wildlife Reserve is perfect
for outdoor activities. Chipata mountain
tempts keen walkers, the Bua River is
ideal for fishing and canoeing, and you
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can end the day sleeping in fly-camps
under the stars. There is plenty of
wildlife around but, with hilly terrain
and sometimes skittish animals, it’s not
always easy to spot, although elephants
frequently come down to the river to
drink. Despite the emphasis on
adventure, Tongole (tongole.com)
doesn’t compromise on style or luxury.
The four riverside suites and family
cottage are beautifully kitted out, with
massive stone baths/plunge pools.
Details From £220pp a night with Real
Africa (realafrica.co.uk)

Best for community
11 Asilia Naboisho
Camp Kenya
Asilia Naboisho is a gorgeous camp in
the heart of Naboisho Conservancy
bordering the Maasai Mara. It has nine
spacious tented suites, an elegant
lounge and dining area and fabulous
food. One of seven camps in 50,000
acres that make up Naboisho
(naboisho.asiliaafrica.com), it’s a shining

example of how tourism helps
communities and conservation. Here,
local people lease their land to camps
and lodges, receive an income and in
turn protect the wildlife to encourage
more visitors. You only need to see the
abundance of game and predators,
including the big five, on these beautiful
plains to realise that it works.
Details From £440pp a night with Safari
Consultants (safari-consultants.com)

Best spa and safari
12 Karkloof Safari
Spa South Africa
This safari spa (karkloofsafarispa.com)
focuses as much on wellness as on
wildlife. Its 3,500-hectare private
estate near Pietermaritzburg, in
KwaZulu-Natal’s Midlands region, has 16
sumptuous villas scattered around the
grounds and animals aplenty, including
white rhinos. The boutique lodge also
has 17 spa treatment rooms, a pool,
a flotation room, hot tub, sauna and
steam rooms.
Details From £560pp including unlimited
spa treatments and safari drives with

Cox & Kings (coxandkings.co.uk)

Best for cycling safaris
13 Tafika Zambia
South Luangwa National Park is
renowned for walking safaris. For more
strenuous activity, though, try mountain
biking at Tafika (remoteafrica.com) a
charismatic camp that’s been home to its
owners John and Carole Coppinger for
more than 20 years. Knowing the area
intimately, John guides the cycling
safaris on flat terrain along tracks and
bush trails. Take a night drive, when
leopards can often be seen hunting.
Then relax in your rustic-chic en suite
chalets made of reed and thatch and
enjoy superb dining on the riverbank.
Details From £497pp, with Aardvark
Safaris (aardvarksafaris.co.uk)

Best for desert
14 Hoanib Skeleton
Coast Camp Namibia
Accessible only by light aircraft, this
camp is about as remote as you can get,
in the Hoanib River Valley spanning the
private Palmwag concession and the
eerie Skeleton Coast National Park.
With stark dunes, rugged mountains and
gravel plains, it is also home to desert-
adapted elephants, gemsbok, springbok
and giraffe. The eight contemporary
suites open out to terraces overlooking a
waterhole, and despite its remoteness,
the camp comes with fine dining and a
pool (wilderness-safaris.com).
Details From £562pp a night including
flights from Windhoek to Hoanib
Skeleton Coast with Zambezi Safari &
Travel Company (zambezi.co.uk)

Best for safari and sand
15 Sanctuary Saadani
Safari Lodge Tanzania
Relax on the beautiful Indian Ocean
after the rigours of long, early morning
game drives on bumpy tracks.
Sanctuary Saadani Safari Lodge
(sanctuaryretreats.com) has 15 thatched
tented suites on the beach. The different
ecosystems allow for a range of activities,
from game drives and walks to
snorkelling, whale watching and dhow

h f l ’
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cruises. Watch out for lions’ paw prints
in the sand.
Details From £185pp with Abercrombie
& Kent (abercrombiekent.co.uk)

Best for gorillas
16 Sabyinyo Silverback
Lodge Rwanda
Coming face to face with a mountain
gorilla after an often arduous trek
through the rainforest is the ultimate
wildlife experience. Sabyinyo Silverback
Lodge (governorscamp.com) has eight
beautiful stone cottages on the hillside
with open fires and fabulous mountain
views. The main lodge has lounges, a
library and verandas looking out to the
volcanoes where the gorillas roam.
Details From £295-£460pp
a night, with Cox & Kings
(coxandkings.co.uk). Gorilla
permits cost $750 (£474)

Best for families
17 Londolozi
Varty Camp
South Africa
One of South Africa’s oldest
game reserves and family run
for three generations,
Londolozi’s 16,000 hectares are
part of the Sabi Sand conservation
area. The family-friendly Londolozi
Varty Camp (londolozi.com) has an
inspiring cubs programme. For kids aged

6-16, activities include bead making, bug
catching, “driving” a Land Rover,
campouts, and even dung spitting.
Details From £463pp per adult (half
price for children aged 6 to 11) with
Cedarberg Africa (cedarberg-travel.com)

Best for elephants
18 Sanctuary Baines’
Camp Botswana
Bordering the Moremi Game Reserve,
Baines’ Camp has five luxury suites
overlooking the amber-coloured Boro
River. What makes it truly special are
three elephants called Jabulani, Morula
and Thembi. Orphaned by culling, they

are now cared for by Doug and Sandi
Grove on Sanctuary Retreat’s private
concession (sanctuaryretreats.com). The
couple’s charity Living with Elephants
teaches local children to understand and
live alongside their pachyderm
neighbours. Guests can spend a morning
with these charismatic beasts, walking
with them trunk in hand.
Details From £500pp, with Rainbow
Tours (rainbowtours.co.uk). The Walking
with Elephants experience costs from
£180pp and should be booked in advance

Best for birding
19 Kyambura Gorge
Lodge Uganda
The Queen Elizabeth National Park is
one of Africa’s best birding areas, with
more than 600 species, and the Kazinga
Channel, a 40km waterway, is a
spectacular avian haven. Boat trips
launch from Mweya Jetty and, within
seconds, you’ll be spotting everything
from pelicans to brilliantly plumaged
malachite kingfishers and sometimes the
elusive shoebill storks. Kyamburu Gorge
Lodge (volcanoessafaris.com), with views
spanning the park and the gorge where
chimps can be tracked, has six stylish
bandas. Four of the big five can be found
here — rhinos are absent.
Details From £435pp, with Natural World
Safaris (naturalworldsafaris.com)

Best riding safari
20 Ant’s Hill
South Africa
You don’t need any experience
to enjoy the pleasures of
seeing the Waterberg’s game
from the saddle — Ant’s
Hill has horses for all ages
and abilities. There are no
big cats to spook you, but
you can get close to giraffe,
zebra and see rhino and
buffalo. The thatched lodge,

set into a rocky outcrop with
amazing vistas, is stylish, with

wide four-posters, has great food,
and is as child-friendly as they come.

Details From £195pp a night, with
Bushbaby Travel (bushbaby.travel)
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